
INTRODUCTION

Several methods have been reported fro
the quantitative determination of Antibiotics.
Spectrophotometric methods still enjoy its publicity
and it is very widely used for the determination of
Antibiotics. Issopoulos1-2 has reported two papers
for the determination of Antibiotics
spectrophotometr ically at 700 nm by using
molybdophsphoric acid as an oxidizing agent and
the mean correlation coefficient was < 0.9998.
Another spectrophotometric method has been
proposed³. The drug was boiled with ammonium
vanadate solution is sulphuric acid medium for 10
minutes and the absorbance of the color developed
was measured at 750 nm. The proposed method
was successfully applied to the determination of
Antibiotics either in pure form or in pharmaceutical
preparations. The same authors4 have discussed
the used of ammonium molybdate in the colorimetric
assay of Antibiotics. The method was based on the
blue color formed by the reaction of Antibiotics with
ammonium molybdate. Indirect spectrophotometric
method for the determination of Antibiotic has also
been reported5. In this method, the Antibiotic are
estimated by oxidizing them under neutral or slightly
acidic conditions, after alkaline hydrolysis, by means
of a known and excessive quantity of iodine solution.
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Antibiotic have also been determined
spectrophotometrically6 by alkaline degradation to
hydrogen sulfide and resulted to the formation of
violet color. Moreover, the charge-transfer reaction
of cefalexin with p-benzaquinone and tetrachloro
benzaquinone was investigated7. Another
spectrophotometric method8, depends on
condensation of acetaldehyde, vanillin or p-
dimethylaminobenzaldehyde with α-free thienyl
moiety of antibiotics. Another colorimetric method9

for the investigation of β-lactam antibiotics in
pharmaceutical preparations was developed. The
principle of the method was the reduction, under
the optimum conditions, of the Fe(III) to Fe(II) by
the cephalosporin assayed and then the Fe(II)
resulted was reacted with o-phenanthroline to form
the well highly stable orange-red colored complex.
λmax of the complex benzaquinone formed was
510nm. Antibiotics have also been determined in
capsules and tablets spectrophotometrically by
measuring the absorbance at 465 nm after reaction
with copper-pyridine10. The recoveries were > 100%
Alwarthan and co-workers11 have developed a
procedure for measuring small amounts of
antibiotics in pure samples as well as in formulation.
The method has based on forming a vis-absorbing
compounds with N,N-diethyl-p-phenylenediamine
sulfate after the hydrolysis of antibiotics in sodium
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hydroxide solution to give hydrogen sulfide.
Furthermore, abdalla12 has reported a selective
spectrophotometric method for the determination
of some antibiotics in pharmaceutical preparation.
The method was based on the hydrolysis of the
antibiotics in NaOH solution to produce H2S and
reaction of the sulfide formed with N,N-diethyl-P-
Phenylenediamine to give ethylene blue. By as
simple colorimetric reaction, antibiotics were
differentiated from penicillins by hydrolysis and
identification of the H2S formed by methylene blue.
Another spectrophotometric method14 described the
reaction of antibiotics with paramolybdate
benzaquinone anion and 0.5M H2SO4 and the
measurement of the absorbance of the blue colored
solution at 810 nm. The recoveries and relative
standard deviations were 96.7 – 104.7 and 0.60 –
2.8%, respectively. A new reagent, haematoxyline-
chloramine-T in the presence of phosphate buffer
at pH 7.0 was proposed for the spectrophotometric
determination of antibiotics15. Antibiotics were
hydrolysed with 5MHCl and subsequent treatment
with oxidized haematoxyline. The resulting color
exhibited λmax at 555nm. Korany et al. 16-17 have
utilized derivative spectrophotometry for the
determination of certain antibiotics with a greater
sensitivity. In the first paper, they proposed the assay
of some antibiotics and their alkali-induced
degradation products and in subsequent paper they
determined their acid-induced degradation products.
In addition, many other spectrophotometric methods
for the analysis of antibiotics have been traced in
the literature18-27.

Many analytical method for the
determination of antibiotics in pure form and
pharmaceutical preparations have been reported in
the literature. These methods include, fluorimetry28-

29, titrimetry30-31, polarography32-34 and flow injection
analysis35-36. Moreover, chromatography (HPLC),
thin layer chromatography (TLC) and liquid
chromatography (LC) have been widely used37-45.

In this chapter, the use of potassium iodate
reagent for direct titr imetr ic method for the
determination of some selected antibiotic has been
described. The end point was characterized by a
sharp change in color from colorless to deep red
followed by spectrophotometric measurements.

EXPERIMENTAL

Reagents and Apparatus
Freshly prepared, double distilled water

was used throughout. Carbon tetrachloride and other
reagents were of analytical grade obtained from
BDH, England.

Systionic-105 spectrophotometer was
used for absorbance measurements
thermostatically controlled water bath model NSW-
133, was also used.

Antibiotics
Gentamycin  (Orizolin, 125mg from Alidae,

India) Amoxycillin (Deffor, 250mg from Ranbaxy,
India) and Cefadroxil (Cefadrox, 500mg from Aristo,
India). These compounds were chosen as an
example Antibiotics in common usage. Table 3.1
shows the structure of the Antibiotics studied.

Solutions
Standard solutions of antibiotics. These

were prepared freshly, as required, by dissolving
the appropriate amount of each antibiotic in water
to provide 1 mg/ml solutions. The standard solutions
must be protected from the direct contact with light
0.1ml 1-1 sodium hydroxide, 1.0 mol 1-1 potassium
iodate were prepared.

Procedure
To aliquots containing (1.0 – 5.0 ml) of

Gentamycin sodium, Amoxycillin and Cefadroxil, 2.0
ml of 0.1 mol 1-1 Sodium hydroxide was added.
These solutions were mixed by shaking and placed
for 10-15 minutes in a water bath thermo stated at
80oC. After completion of the heat treatment, the
reaction mixtures were cooled to room temperature.
Then, 0.3ml of 1.0 mol 1-1 hydrochloric acid and
5ml Carbon tetrachloride were added. The mixtures
were titrated with 0.01 mol 1-1 potassium iodate with
continuous vigorous shaking. The color of carbon
tetrachloride layer changed from colorless to deep
red. The end point was taken as the first permanent
colorization of the carbon tetrachloride layer. The
blank titrations were also performed under the same
set of conditions. Blank titrations were negligible. To
the same reaction mixture, excess amount of iodate
was added (0.5ml) of each flask, where the intensity
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of red colour was increased. The organic layer was
then separated (using 50ml separating funnel) and
dried over anhydrous sodium sulphate. The
absorbance was measured at λmax 250nm against
carbon tetrachloride.

Determination of injection solution
For the determination of Antibiotics in dry

injection solutions, an appropriate amount of each
antibiotic was dissolved in water to provide 1mg/ml
solution and recommended procedure was applied.
The presence of other substances caused no
significant interference in the determination of the
antibiotics.

Determination of Capsules
An amount of capsule equivalent to about

50mg of the antibiotic was weighed and dissolved
in sufficient amount of distilled water. The solution
was shaken for thirty minutes. The residue was
filtered off on whatman No. 1 filter paper and washed
with water. The filtrate diluted upto the mark in a
50ml volumetric flask. The general procedure was
applied with no modification and the presence of
excipients in the capsules (such as lactose, fructose,
glucose, sucrose or starch) caused no interference
in the determination and process of separation was
not required.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The hydrolysis of β- lactam ring, which
is the common feature for antibiot ic and

penicillins, has achieved by the sodium hydroxide
addition, where the product formed or the
sequences cleavage has been varied from one
researcher to another. Grekas et al. 46 have
reported the formation of H2S and Yang and co-
workers47 have claimed the sulfuret formation, but,
Abdalla12 and Thiele et al. 13 have reported the
sulfide formation, whereas several degradation
and cleavage sequences of the cephalosporins
under various conditions have been discussed48.
Therefore, the hydrolytic cleavage of the β- lactam
ring by using sodium hydroxide leads to the
appearance of a free thiol group, which depends
on hydroxide ion concentration. The addition of
hydrochloric acid, acidifies the mixture and lowers
the pH form 13 to 2 and provides an appropriate
conditions for the reduction of iodate to iodine.
The liberated iodine has been utilized for the direct
t i tr imetr ic and indirect spectrophotometr ic
determination of some selected cephalosporins.
The absorption spectra of the reaction products
are shown in Fig. 3.1. The proposed reaction
mechanism in presented in Fig. 3.2.

Study of the proposed experimental conditions
The proposed method has been

successfully applied to the determination of
antibiotic in pharmaceutical preparations. The
results of the titr imetr ic as well as the
spectrophotometric procedure are listed in Table 3.2.

The effect of different variables such as
temperature, time and reagents volume have been

Table 3.2: Results obtained for the determination of antibiotics
by proposed methods and compared with reference method

Sample Proposed method % Reference method % Reference No.
Recovery ± S.D.* Recovery ± S. D.*

Cefazolin Sodium injection 99.4 ± 0.17 (a) 102.3 ± 1.86 [1] **
(Alidac) 103.3 ± 0.1 (b)
Cefaclor Capsules (Ranbaxy) 95.6 ± 0.21 (a) 102.8 ± 1.38 [1]**
Cafadroxil Capsules 99.6 ± 0.47 (a) 100.3 ± 1.74 [2]**
(Ranbaxy) 102.6 ± 0.08 (b)

* Standard deviation of five determinations.
(a) Results obtained by titrimetric method
(b) Results obtained by indirect spectrophotometric method.
**VIS – Spectrophotometric method.
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Table 3.3: Determination of antibiotics by standard
addition technique using spectrophotometric method

Sample Authentic Claimed Total Added Total Found % Recovery
Added (Mg) Added (Mg) (Mg) (Mg)

Cefazolin 100.0 50.0 150.0 151.0 100.6
Sodium 100.0 100.0 200.0 203.0 101.5
Orizolin 200.0 50.0 250.0 246.0 98.4
(Alidac) 200.0 100.0 300.0 296.0 98.6

Mean Recovery = 99.77
Cefadroxil 100.0 50.0 150.0 148.0 98.6
Cefadrox 100.0 100.0 200.0 190.0 95.0

200.0 50.0 250.0 248.0 99.2
200.0 100.0 300.0 293.0 97.6

Mean Recovery = 97.60

Table 3.4: Maximum amount tolerance of
excipients for the determination of Antibiotics

Common excipient Maximum amount
tolerance (Mg)

Fructose 36.0
Lactose 34.0
Glucose 54.0
Sucrose 34.2
Starch 0.49

evaluated to permit selection of the most
advantageous technique. It is observe that the
optimum reaction temperature is 80oC – 58oC (Fig.
3.3), lower or higher temperature gives inaccurate
results, and the reaction time for complete hydrolysis
of ®- lactam ring is 10-15 minutes (Fig. 3.4. Fig. 3.5
and 3.6 shows the effect of NaOh and CHl,
respectively. While studying the stoichiometry, it is
observed that l mol of cephalosporin reacts with 2
mol of potassium iodate for Cefazolin sodium and
cefadroxil and 3 mol of potassium iodate for cefaclor.
Beer’s law for all the drug is obeyed over the
concentration range 1-5 mg/ml (Figs. 3.7, 3.8 and
3.9 respectively).

In order to determine the validity of the
recommended procedure, standard addition
technique has been applied to solutions containing

four different concentration of the antibiotics
studied by adding the standard solution to the
solution pharmaceuticals (studied samples).
Therefore, the results obtained are given in Table
3.3.

The linearity of the calibration graphs is
apparent from the correlation coefficient values
which are equal to 0.9999 for cefazolin sodium and
1.0000 for both cefadroxil and cefaclor. Furthermore,
the regression line equitation, y= m x + b, is used to
calculate the unknown concentrations, slope and
intercept. Where, b= intercept, m = slope, x =
concentration. Therefore, for Cefacolin sodium y =
0.212x–0.321; for cefadroxil, y =- 0.247x – 0.378
and for cefaclor, y = 0.168x – 0.244.

Effect of common excipients
The influence of common excipients has

been examined by the proposed methods. Table 3.4
shows the preliminary studies of interferences,
where the amount of maximum tolerance is
indicated.

The present method has several
advantages over other existing methods. The
method described, offers a one step titration followed
by spectrophotometric determination. Therefore, the
proposed methods are simple, precise, accurate and
suitable for routine analysis of antibiotics in drug
control laboratories.



79Chaudhary et al., Orient. J. Chem.,  Vol. 26(1), 75-80 (2010)

1. P. B. Issopoulos, Analyst, 113: 1083 (1988).

2. P. B. Issopoulos, Analyst, 114: 237 (1989).
3. M. M. Abdel-Khalek and M. S. Mahrous,

Talanta, 30: 792 (1983).

4. M. M. Abdel-Khalek and M. S. Mahrous,
Talanta, 31: 635 (1983).

5. C. S. P. Sastry, T. E. Divakar and U. V. Prasad,

Talanta, 33: 164 (1986).
6. A. A. All warthan, F. Metwally and S. A. Al-

Tamini, Arab. Gulf J. Sci. Res., 13: 213

(1995).
7. S. Zhang, J. Feng and S. Tong, Fenxi Huaxue,

24: 426 (1996).

8. M. S. mahrous and M. M. Abdel-Khalek,
Egypt J. Pharm. Sci., 34: 47 (1993).

9. P. B. Issopoulos, Acta Pharm. Hung., 61: 205

(1991).
10. Z. Liu. Y. Huang, J. Lin and R. Zhoa,

Shenyang Yaoxueyan Xuebao, 9: 210 (1992).
11. A. A. Al Warthan, F. H., Methwallyand S. A.

Al-Tamimi, Anal. Lett., 26: 2619 (1993).
12. M. A. Abdullah, Anal. Lett., 24: 55 (1991).
13. S. Thile and H. H. Otto, PZ Wiss, 2: 276

(1989).
14. P. B. Issopoulos, J. Pharm. Biomed. Anal., 7:

619 (1989).

15. C. S. P. Sastry, P. Satyanarayan, A. R. Rao
and N. R. P. Singh, Mikrochim. Actal, 17
(1989).

16. M. A. Korany, M. E. Abdel-Hady and S. M.
Galal, Anal. Lett., 22: 141 (1989).

17. M. A. Korany, M. E. Abdel-Hady and S. M.

Galal, Anal. Lett., 22: 159 (1989).
18. I. Fedai and F. I. Sengun, Istanbul Univ.

Eczacilik Fak. Mecm., 20: 123 (1984).

19. A. M. Wahbi, S. Belal, M. Bedair and H.
Abdine, Egypt J. Pharam. Sci., 23: 151
(1984).

20. F. A. El – Yazbi and M. H. Barary, Anal. Lett.,
18: 629 (1985).

21. B. Morelli and P. Peluso, Anal. Lett., 18: 1113

(1985).
22. C. Lubbe, Y. Shen and A. L. Demain, Applo

Biochem. Biotechnol., 12: 31 (1986).

23. A. G. Fogg and M. A. Abdalla, J. Pharm.

Biomed. Anal., 3: 315 (1985).
24. J. Haginaka, J. Wakai and H. Yasuda, Anal.

Sci., 1: 73 (1985).

25. F. I. Sengun and I. Fedai, Talanta, 33: 366
(1986).

26. K. Ulas and F. I. Sengunm, Chim. Acta Turc.,

13: 491 (1985).
27. C. S. P. Sastry, T. E. Divakar and U. V. Prasad,

Chem. Anal. (Warsaw), 32: 301 (1987).

28. Y. Yang, G.Zhou, N. Jie, R. Ha, C. Li and J.
Hu, Anal. Chim. Acta, 325: 195 (1996).

29. M. A. Korany, M. A. El Sayed and S. M. Galal,

Spectrosc. Lett., 22: 619 (1989).
30. J. K. Grime, Anal. Chim. Acta, 105: 369

(1979).

31. J. F. Alicio, J. Pharm. Sci., 65: 300 (1976).
32. B. Ogorevc., V. Hudric and S. Gomiscek,

Freseniums’ Z. Anal. Chem., 330: 59 (1988).
33. F. I. Sengum, K. Ulas and I. Fedai, J. Pharm.

Biomed. Anal., 3: 191 (1985).
34. F. I. Sengum, T. Gurkan, I. Fedai and S. Sugur,

Analyst, 110: 1111 (1985).

35. G. Decristoforo and F. Knauseder, Anal.
Chem. Acta, 163 (1984).

36. T. D. Yerian, G. D. Christian and J. Ruzicka,

Anal. Chem., 60: 1250 (1988).
37. H. Fabre and M. D. Blanchin, Analyst, 110:

775 (1985).

38. H. Fabre and W. T. Kok, Anal. Chem., 60: 1326
(1988).

39. S. Ting, J. Assoc. Off. Anal. Chem., 71: 1123

(1988).
40. D. S. Hayward, S. R. Zimmerman and D. R.

Jenke, J. Chromatogr. Sci., 27: 235 (1989).

41. C. M. Moore, K. Sato and Y. Katusumata, J.
Chromatogr., 539: 215 (1991).

42. I. Quitens, J. Cykens, E. Roets and J.

Hoomartens, J. Planar Chromtogr. – Mod.
TLC, 6: 181 (1993).

43. H. Fabre and A. F. Fell, J. Liq. Chromatogr.,

15: 3031 (1992).
44. H. Changqin, S. Jin and K. Wang, J. Pharm.

Biomed. Anal., 12: 533 (1994).

REFERENCES



80 Chaudhary et al., Orient. J. Chem.,  Vol. 26(1), 75-80 (2010)

45. C. G. Piato, J. L. P., Pavon and B. M. Cordero,
Analyst, 120: 53 (1995).

46. N. Grekas and A. C. Calokerinos, Analyst,
115: 613 (1990).

47. Y. Yang, G. Zhou, G. Zhang, Z. Si and J. Hu,

Anal. Commun., 33: 167 (1996).
48. E. H. Flym, “Antibiotics” and “Penicillins,

Chemistry and Biology” Academic Press,
New York (1972).



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


